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I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh 1 am completing
what is lacking in Christ's afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the Church.
(v.24)

- How might Colossian believers have found answers to questions about
Paul's writings? How about us?

- Related verses on suffering:
2 Corinthians 1:5-7:
Ephesians 3:13; 2 Timothy 2:10:
Philippians 3:10

- Suffering, for Paul, is K and E

- What common view in North America runs counter to this? Why is it a
problem?

- How have | reacted when struggle has entered my life of service for Christ?

- How is the word for "afflictions” (thlipsis) connected to Christ's suffering on
the cross?

- The Jewish theology of "Woes Of The Messiah" taught:

- How does the New Testament reflect this? (Matthew 24)
- How does the New Testament differ?

-We are |____ the era of the "Woes Of The Messiah"

- Why ought the opportunity to suffer give us joy?

- How can we find hope in the face of such struggle? (see Romans 8)
Take Home: Get R to suffer and be W to sacrifice
Stop looking for the E W @)

- How do we tend to think of "Body of Christ?"
- What shift might Colossians 1:24 call us to make in that thinking?

Take Home: Do you LOVE the Church of Christ?
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